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SUMMARY

The doctoral dissertation contributes to the field of institutional economics. The thesis
examines the effects of institutional changes in the legal services market in Poland on
social welfare. In 2004-2005, access to the professions of advocates and attorneys-at-law
(legal advisers) was facilitated and the conditions for providing legal services were
liberalized. The study of the socio-economic effects of these reforms between 2005 and
2021 provided a pretext for a broader analysis of how the legal services market is
regulated in Poland. It considers the experience of other countries in this respect.

The results of the study allowed to conclude that these reforms have led primarily to a
radical increase in the availability of legal services in Poland, a relative decrease in the
prices of legal services and the wider adoption by lawyers of a marketing approach in
their practice. At the same time, which was the subject of the author's in-depth theoretical
and empirical study, there were no signs of a decline in the average level of quality of
services offered. The main objective of the reforms, which was to facilitate access to the
profession for young lawyers, has been achieved, as evidenced, in addition to the analysis
of the number of entries into the market, by the results of the analysis of the income
structure of lawyers. Furthermore, the author estimated the impact of the changes on
social welfare and, as a result, concluded that the changes in question contributed to its
growth. This demonstrates the adaptive efficiency of the institutions shaping this market,
The author formulated preliminary recommendations for the regulation of the market of
legal services and legal professions.

The study is interdisciplinary in nature. It has been developed primarily using methods
of economic analysis (literature studies, statistical data analysis, survey research and



econometric modelling) and methods of legal analysis (linguistic, systemic, historical,
comparative analysis of professional regulations and the way they are applied) and
sociological analysis (literature studies, survey research, preceded by interviews and the
author’s own observations).

The dissertation is divided into five chapters. The first served to outline the general
theoretical framework within which further analysis was carried out. Chapter 2 analyzed
the socio-economic role of lawyers, the regulation of their profession and the market for
their services in general and made a preliminary assessment of the professional axiology
adopted by them, the practice of its application and proposals for improvement.
Subsequently, the author characterized the legal service as an economic good, the
administrative and market modes of its distribution, the models, and types of regulation
of the legal profession, differing in the role of the government, law associations and the
market. The failures of the legal services market and the numerous channels of their
impact on third parties were identified. It was followed by the description of the failures
in the intervention by the government and law associations in both models of market
regulation.

The analysis of the Polish legal services market has shown - as demonstrated in Chapter
3 - that it is highly competitive and that the regulatory changes in question have directly
contributed to the increase in its competitiveness. It has been found that they have
generally been in line with the public interest theory of regulation and that have reduced
the opportunism of the law associations. The current state of regulation is primarily in
line with the public interest theories of regulation. Chapter 4 describes and examines the
various aspects of the quality of legal services that are assessed in the process of service
provision by: clients, judges, other lawyers. Chapter 5 outlines the economic and social
impact of the reforms, including an increase in the number of advocates and attorneys-
at-law (legal advisers) because of higher pass rates in the entrance examinations and the
opening of new pathways into the profession, and an increase in the number of other
legal service providers. The scale of the increase in competitiveness driven by supply-
side factors has been limited by a growing demand for legal services. A model of the legal
services market was developed, allowing to estimate the persisting shortage of lawyers
in the market, its change over time (falling to 10,000-20,000 lawyers in 2021) and the
resulting changes in welfare loss.



